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FACT SHEET

OVERVIEW

DESIGN DOHA

Design Doha is a biennial for design excellence from Qatar and the MENASA
(Middle East, North Africa and South Asia) region. Established by Qatar
Museums in 2024 under the leadership of its Chairperson, Her Excellency
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the initiative encompasses
exhibitions, commissions, juried awards, coaching programs, publications, and
special events. Projects are developed in close collaboration with regional and
international institutions, aiming to build a strong foundation of support and
foster a sense of shared ownership within the design community. Held every
two years, Design Doha provides an ongoing focus for the rising energy of
Qatar’s creative sector. Fahad Al Obaidly serves as Acting Director, and Glenn
Adamson as Artistic Director.

EXHIBITIONS

DESIGN DOHA EXHIBITIONS

Design Doha presents museum-quality exhibitions that celebrate creativity and
design excellence across the region.

The program features “Arab Desigh Now”, the headline exhibition as well as
exhibitions developed in collaboration with cultural institutions, curators, and
designers. These exhibitions explore contemporary themes and practices from
the MENASA region, with a strong emphasis on storytelling, craft, and spatial
experience.

DESIGN DOHA PRIZE

The Design Doha Prize is a prestigious biennial award recognizing outstanding
talent in design across the MENASA (Middle East, North Africa and South Asia)
region. It is the first initiative of its kind in the Arab world, offering meaningful
support and international visibility to designers through a highly competitive
open call.

Four winners are selected across the categories of Craft, Product Design,
Furniture Design, and Emerging Talent. Each recipient is awarded a monetary
grant, alongside tailored mentorship, participation in a design residency in
Qatar, production and retail opportunities, and significant public recognition—
positioning them for long-term growth in regional and global markets.

The prize is awarded by a distinguished jury chaired by Her Excellency Sheikha
Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani. It reflects Design Doha’s
commitment to celebrating design excellence, supporting creative ambition, and
fostering a culture of innovation across the Arab world.
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DESIGN TALKS

Design Talks is a platform for dialogue, exchange, and critical reflection on the
role of design in shaping everyday life across the MENASA (Middle East, North
Africa and South Asia) region. Bringing together regional and international
experts, the event features keynote talks, panel discussions, and
interdisciplinary conversations exploring themes ranging from urban
development and architecture to museum design, traditional craftsmanship, and
creative collaboration.

In its inaugural edition, Design Talks welcomed over 500 participants and
spotlighted the theme Urban Canvas: Empowering Communities through City
Branding and Design Collaborations. The event affirmed Doha’s growing role as
a regional hub for design discourse, innovation, and cultural leadership.

PUBLIC DESIGN COMMISSIONS

The Public Design Commissions, launched by Design Doha in collaboration with
the founder of Concéntrico Festival, Javier Pefia Ibafiez, invites designers,
architects, and urban practitioners from the MENASA region to reimagine public
space across Qatar. Through open calls, the initiative commissions innovative
and sustainable urban installations—ranging from outdoor furniture and
playgrounds to community gardens and co-working spaces.

By emphasizing placemaking, sustainability, and cultural relevance, the
commissions aim to transform Doha’s urban landscape into a network of
vibrant, inclusive, and thoughtfully designed public environments. Proposals are
reviewed through a blind peer-review process to ensure design excellence and
international recognition. Selected projects are developed in collaboration with
local manufacturers, encouraging the use of eco-conscious materials and
supporting Qatar’s creative economy.

This initiative reflects Design Doha'’s broader mission: to foster civic imagination
and spark design-led conversations around shared space, community
engagement, and sustainable urban futures.

PUBLICATION

Published by Qatar Museums in collaboration with Silvana Editoriale, Arab
Design Now is a landmark 360-page volume that surveys contemporary design
talent from across the Arab world. Edited by Rana Beiruti, with contributions
from leading regional voices, the publication reflects the richness and diversity
of design practices in the region—spanning disciplines, geographies, and
generations.



QATAR MUSEUMS . h d«a1alig

LEADERSHIP Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa Bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani
Chairperson, Qatar Museums

Fahad Al Obaidly
Acting Director

Glenn Adamson
Artistic Director

MEDIA CONTACTS Mohammed Khamis Al Abdulla — Qatar Museums
mfaraj@gm.org.qa
+974 5592 0088

Isobel Smith — Qatar Museums
ismith@gm.org.ga
+974 7111 6082

Digital Design Doha
Instagram: @designdohabiennial Website:
https://designdoha.org.qa/en/
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